Erika Johnson
                                                 
CT: Ramona Lindsey

Woodlawn Community School 

COMMUNITIES IN 17TH CENTURY NORTH AMERICA
LESSON 5 – Classes of People
RESOURCES
· Note cards with different members of 17th Century England

· Simulation Materials (strips of paper/tape)

· Big Post-It Notes with discussion prompts

· Ville de Quebec: http://www.ville.quebec.qc.ca/EN/touristes/connaitre/histoire/1608-1755.aspx
· Social Studies for Kids: Jamestown: http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/ushistory/jamestown.htm
· Social Studies for Kids: Plymouth: http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/ushistory/pilgrims1.htm
CHILDREN’S LITERATURE

(These books will help guide students in their research in the different classes of people for their community of research.)
· The Story of Jamestown (Graphic Library) By: Eric Braun, Capstone Press, Minnesota, 2006

· The Voyage of the Mayflower (Graphic Library) By Allison Lassieur, Capstone Press, Minnesota, 2006

· Life in New France (Picture the Past) By Jennifer Blizin Gillis, Heinemann Library, New Hampshire, 2003

ILLINOIS SOCIAL SCIENCE STANDARDS
· 16.A.2c – Ask questions and seek answers by collecting and analyzing data from historic documents, images, and other literary and non-literary sources.
·  16.D.2 (W) – Describe the various roles of men, women, and children in the family, at work, and in the community in various time periods and places.
GENERAL COMMENTS

Students will begin to learn the different classes of people that were present at the start of these early communities. We will discuss why these specific classes of people were present in the beginning of these new colonies and their influence in the way that these communities were structured. Students will then take this new information and will be expected to research their early community and learn which classes of people were present in their settlements (Jamestown, Plymouth, or Quebec).

GENERAL PURPOSES OR GOALS

To help students (1) understand the different classes of people who were present at the beginning of these early communities; (2) understand why there were different classes of people present; (3) understand how these different classes of people affected the way each community was built and structured.
MAIN IDEAS TO DEVELOP
· There are different classes of people in each community.

· People in a community can work together to solve problems.
· The characteristics of the community are the result of interaction between individuals and groups in a specific environment. 
STARTING THE LESSON/ACTIVITY


We will begin the lesson with a quick discussion on the findings of last night’s home link. Students were asked to speak with an adult and find out why their family lives in Chicago. Any information that the students have found will be talked about at this time and we will review some of the different reasons why people choose to move to a community.

Then today’s lesson topic, classes of people, will be introduced with an activity. I will pass out a note-card to each student. On this note-card students will receive a description of a member in 17th century English society, and there will be directions on how they should act. One person from each group will be assigned the leader. They will be expected to tell the others in the group what to do and how to do it but they will not actually work themselves. (These students who are assigned the leader will actually be playing the role of an aristocrat.) Another student will be given the title of architect. They will help build the structure however they will only do limited work. (These students who are assigned the architect will actually be playing the role of a yeoman, or farmer who owned their own land). Finally there will be a few students who will be the workers. They will be the only ones expected to finish the challenge and do the majority of the work. The class members will not be aware of everyone else’s responsibilities.

Today’s activity will focus on the students figuring out how to build a structure with the given materials: three strips of paper and six pieces of tape. This team challenge will consist of students being placed in groups of three or four, and they will have to work together to try and make a house. They will have 8 minutes to complete this team challenge. The leaders of the groups however will not be participating in this activity. They will be watching their groups work and giving them little advice (i.e. fold the paper) to help guide their group. This will be a representation of how the buildings were built in the new communities since not everyone contributed to the work being done.


At the end of the activity I will ask group members to stand if they believed that everyone in their group worked equally. I will expect the leaders and the architects from each group to stand and no one else. I will then explain who each of these people were and they were expected to do very little work or no work at all. Our class will then have our second class discussion.

CLASS DISCUSSION

Students will remain in their groups as they begin our second class discussion. Each group will receive a question to discuss with their classmates. Questions might include: Why do we have different classes of people? If you were to create your own society would you have different classes of people? Why or Why not? How did you feel during the activity when not everyone participated? Do you think people you can’t see working don’t work at all? Why? Did you like the activity? Explain your answer with examples. They will be given eight minutes to talk about the question and to write down their group’s thoughts. There will be one person in each group designated to writing. We will then regroup as a class to finish the discussion together. The discussion guidelines for our class will be reviewed, as well as the discussion cues which should be used when participating. These will both help students when participating in our class discussion. Each group will be able to present their findings to the class and then anyone else who would like to comment on their question will have the opportunity to do so. Students will be sitting in a circle so that everyone is able to see one another. This discussion will be a great introduction into what classes of people are and the purpose for the activity just completed. 

SUGGESTED LESSON DISCUSSION

There are many different classes of people in society. Also known as socioeconomic classes, these classes of people refer to their status in society due to the amount of money they, or their family, make. In the 17th century, these class distinctions were a bit different. There were five different classes that people could have fallen into. They were nobility, aristocrats, yeomen, merchants, and finally the workers. Each one of these class distinctions was based off of money. 
Nobility: This title is a state-privileged status which is generally hereditary, but which may also be personal. Titles of nobility are usually associated with present or former monarchies. The term originally referred to those who were "known" or "notable" and was applied to the highest social class in pre-modern societies.
Aristocrats: Also known as Gentry, or Gentleman, this title denotes “well-born and well-bred people” in England, and is the social class of the minor aristocracy whose income derives from their large landholdings. They were also seen as a class of rich landowners forming the minor nobility in social position. Although the aristocrats were not expected to do labor intense activities, they contributed to building a community from the inside. They were the leaders who helped the community to survive. 

Yeoman: This title refers to a farmer who cultivates his own land and who is below the gentry but with political rights. Yeoman did work that was "performed or rendered in a loyal, valiant, useful, or workmanlike manner", especially in situations that involve a great deal of effort or labor. They became a class of people that gained a reputation for hard toil (work). Although these men did not always have to do the work, they planned what needed to be done and made sure that all workers were cared for so that everyone could survive.
Merchants: This title deals with those who are businessmen and who trade in commodities that they do not produce themselves, in order to earn a profit. A merchant class characterizes many pre-modern societies. Its status can range from high to low. During the 17th century in England, the status of merchants improved. People saw that trade was an increasingly important part of the country's wealth so merchants became more respected.
Laborers: People within this social class could have come from jobs such as a craftsman, tenant, farmer, laborer, or indentured servant. They did all of the manual labor and hardly received any rights. They did not own land and were not allowed to vote. Also their pay was very minimal even though they worked incredibly hard. Although some people could have worked their way up through society and could have earned their own land at one time, there were not many who could accomplish this. 

About fifty percent of the people in England during the 17th century were wealthy or at least reasonably well off and were apart of the nobility, aristocrats, or yeoman status. These people could also afford to eat meat every day. Below them about thirty percent of the population, some of the yeoman and merchants, were considered poor but still able to eat meat two to six times a week. The bottom twenty percent of society, which was the working class, were very poor and could only afford to eat meat once a week. Also because their salaries were so low they had to rely on poor relief part of the time.

ACTIVITY/ASSESSMENT


Students will write in their journals about their feelings towards the different classes in society and about the activity we did in the beginning of the lesson. Questions answered in their journal entry might include: How did you feel when some of your group members did/did not do the work? Do you think its fair that some people did not have to do work? How would you have felt if you settled in Jamestown, Plymouth, or Quebec and had to do all of the work? Why do you think we have different classes in society?

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS


The teacher will assist students who have a hard time reading and comprehending the role that they are expected to play during the class simulation activity in the beginning of the lesson. Many of my students comprehend what is expected by talking something out. As the activity begins, the teacher will walk around and make sure that all students understand what they are supposed to be doing and will give any student adequate support while attempting to complete the activity. If necessary, the teacher can sit with specific students who need a little extra help and go through the activity with them. During the journal assignment, the teacher will reinforce to students who are uncomfortable with writing that the purpose of the assignment is to express your thoughts and that spelling is not an issue. 

SUMMARIZE
· There are different classes of people in each community.

· People in a community can work together to solve problems.
· The characteristics of the community are the result of interaction between individuals and groups in a specific environment. 
HOME ASSIGNMENT

Encourage students to read their journal entries describing their feelings towards the social classes we discussed in class today with a family member. Reinforce to students that they should describe the activity we did in the beginning of the lesson when they held a specific status in society. Students also will have received a handout describing the different socioeconomic classes of the 17th century. Family members will be encouraged to discuss the activity with their child and help them to better understand the different classes of people during the 1600s. 

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Our lesson today focused on the socioeconomic classes of 17th century England. Your child participated in an activity today where they were able to understand the responsibilities that each socioeconomic class held. Tonight, your child has been asked to share their journal entry with you about the activity and the different classes of people in England during the 1600s. Your child has also brought home a handout explaining these different classes of people. We encourage you to have a discussion with him/her about the activity they participated in and help them to better understand the different classes of people during the 1600s. 







Sincerely,
