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Lesson 1 – Writing 

OVERALL PURPOSE:

Students will be focusing on personal narratives throughout the second quarter. Personal narratives explain an experience which someone has been through allowing the reader to sense emotions and understand the event which was written about. Personal narratives are wonderful for students to learn about writing and the importance of detail. My students find it difficult to describe how they feel and give specifics about an experience that they had. Many of them think that it is sufficient to only write the bare minimum which does not give the reader any insight into the exact emotions felt or the actions which took place. I want my students to learn how to think of there experiences and transform them into a “juicy” and detailed piece of writing. 


For my first lesson, students will be learning how to brainstorm. The first step in writing is understanding how to get your thoughts onto a piece of paper, so I’m hoping that my students will learn and understand how to do this. Having your thoughts organized is incredibly important, and there is no better time to understand this.

RATIONALE:
My fourth grade student’s writing has been focused on expository writing for the majority of the first quarter. They are becoming stronger writers and are beginning to understand the importance of detail and explanation however practice is still needed. Pulling out details from texts can be very challenging and I find that my students are unable to locate the main ideas very easily or explain these main ideas in their own words. To help them strengthen this skill, my CT and I have decided to move into a new unit of Personal Narratives. 

Personal narratives are a great tool for students to learn about writing because the topic is simple. They are writing about themselves. There is no right or wrong answer that they have to figure out. Students are truly just learning to write! They are using their experiences, happy or sad, and discussing them with an audience. The more practice my students can have with writing the better, and I feel that they will really enjoy writing about themselves and their experiences so this writing will be very worthwhile for them. 

This writing lesson also aligns very well with Illinois State Standards. As students brainstorm ideas, they will be establishing central ideas and learning how to organize their thoughts. They will also be using a planning strategy to generate these ideas. 

ILLINOIS STATE STANDARDS:


3.B.2a – Generate and organize ideas using a variety of planning strategies (e.g., mapping, outlining, drafting). 
3.B.2b – Establish central idea, organization, elaboration and unity in relation to purpose and audience.
LEARNING ACTIVITY:

OBJECTIVES:
1. My students will understand that the first step in writing a personal narrative is to brainstorm.

2. My students will be able to list experiences which they have had at places in their community.

3. My students will be able to give details about the experiences which they have had at a place in their community.

4. My students will understand the importance of organizing their thoughts.

APPROXIMATE TIME: 30 Minutes

PREPARATION & MATERIALS:
1. Overhead

2. Student’s writing folders

3. Pencils/Overhead markers

OPENING:

I will begin the lesson by asking students what they believe the first step in writing is. Answers may vary from writing a paragraph to writing a complete story. I will then explain that the first step in writing is brainstorming. Brainstorming is very important because it helps us to organize all of our thoughts and ideas. Before we write down an experience we have had, we should try and remember all the details we can and make them in a list. 

Today we are going to be focusing experiences you might have had a specific places in your community. I am going to give you 10 minutes to think of as many places in your community where you have done something special or important. For each place you list, I would like you to try and give me 2 details explaining why this place was important. We will discuss some of your favorite places at the end. 

PROCEDURE:

1. Student Paper Distributors will pass out each students writing folder.

2. We will talk about the importance of brainstorming.

3. Directions for our brainstorming will be given: 

a. Pick a place in your community where you have done something special or that is important to you.

b. Two details will need to be given for each place.

4. Students will be given 10 minutes to brainstorm ideas.

5. I will be writing my own ideas from places in my community that are important to me on the overhead.

6. At the end of 10 minutes I will check to see if students need more brainstorming time – if so another 2-3 minutes will be given.

7. I will present my ideas to the class on the overhead and will give an explanation of one of them.

8. I will then ask any student who wishes to explain one of their special places in their community to do so at this time.
ASSESSMENT:

During our brainstorming activity, I will peruse the room checking to see that students are brainstorming ideas and are following my directions. The classroom should be silent at this time since this is an independent assignment so that is another way that I will be able to tell if students are making sense of the activity. I will also be able to check my students understanding at the end of the lesson. When we have our wrap-up discussion, students will be able to share their experiences and details pertaining to their important places. An emphasis will be made on students giving details about why they chose that specific place in their community.


SPECIAL NEEDS: 
For those students who need more help I will be available to help prompt their thinking. I will also allow more time to complete the activity if needed. It is important that all students are able to understand the importance of brainstorming and be able to jot down small pieces of information that relate to a much larger topic. 
